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we find ourselves driven in the last resort if we proceed on the
hypothesis that some fractions of Mankind are racially incapable
and others racially capable of civilization a priori, and that a race
stands convicted of inherent and incurable incapacity if it happens
not to have contributed to the creation of any civilization by the
time in the history of the species when the censorious observer is
moved to make his observations. No such reductio ad absurdum
lies in wait for us if we adopt, instead, the hypothesis by which the
French observer, M. Delafosse, explains the failure of the Black
race to make creative contributions up to date, and if we apply this
hypothesis to other races or portions of races which have played
the same passive role as the Black race during the whole or some
of the time during which the species of societies called civilizations
has been in existence" (Toynbee, A Study of History, Vol. I,
p. 238).